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4 News
We report from club events all over the world and have cven
bigger plans for next year. Find out what's happening and start

making plans for a storming 1998,

12 On Tour

Self confessed ageing hippy Robbic Marshll gave up a safe carcer
in advertising to ride a Triumph Trophy around the world. In the
first of his reflections on his marathon advengiFe he Femembers
testing times across North and Cengeal America

16 Beaujolais Expréss

‘We gave the new Sprint Execurivea baptisi of fire by taking oné
on our sccond Beaujolais Run™Find out biow it aveasared up,

20 Factory tour

Behind elosed doors. We sneak a peak intorthe inner sanewin of
“Triumph's design and development dcpartmeat.

22 Cieaning.up

Winter's here for most of st proper cleaning mainteaatice is
oW more viesthen ever W show vou how,

25 Record breaker Editor/incernational Club Manager
More tales from the record breaking dys of the lute CharieRdus. ' Ve

W Design
28 Club services Red Sy Gophic ik oiog

Use your el membership 10 cut the cost o motoreycling. From
imsutariceing finiance to ferry fafes and bike hicc.
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Kent gold =5 &

closes PR
season

UR first British season closed
with over 100 Triumphs ang 80"

b saing, pact.in She Adwmh
Gold Rlly at Kenv's Whitbad 1
Farp incrly Octo

Forty menersscame (ogehéron e locl Ies RAT
e the ight before the rlly w enpy  pack.
heiarand wasicin the rllytentunil The barel theowing ot ot

the small hours, bur a1l swere byck in  side thegally marquee bought out the

. = o
i N i WIRNGES

Afiee exploring the Ho Farie ) 1skingthe competiion t o shrowoff s OB e o
Pmancat atifactions masy members thar feft Rupet the winhes! Yourry ‘prestigious prizes In the
tied their bands at kart racing@nd_4Grsie prive e

quad bike ricing as wellas joining one{ The Eshest Travellod avard | News Awards.

af two groups who were led around the e to)Petsr Soete from Ricselare, Readers of the widely read

weekdy newspaper vote:
Triumph 3 Manufacturer of the

Desert RATS i

breadeh of fts whole range of
motoreycie.

head for the hills o

Triumph owner John Bloor

lovely Kent countryside by riders from

RIUMPH riders in the United  tain with 12 kilometees of hairpin | also received a personal
Arab Emicates are coming bends accolade with 3 special Services
cther under the RAT banner thanks “Knce down and al that business. 1| to Motorcyeling Award

olocal distributors, Motoreyele City of  can't wit to tske my new T595 there | recognition of his achievement
Dubsi ancl will keep you posted, e says. Hes | in leading the company to its

The group meet for a ride out on  the guy in the ccntre of the photo

the last Friday of cvery month and  wearing the Mororeycl City t-shirt
planned outings
include 4 trip 0
Jebel  Hafeet,
which Nati
RAT  Manager
Philip Nuthall

It cakes more than ane.
ingredient to bake a cake:

fect high moun

Q v T



th the rider blindfolded and

Gree k del. Zg}l L w,,m“

Then i€ was again down to th

e
o - seriousbusiness a everyone secled
e = G o g e lrly

v s o horee s et Aot v ot g J) 500

Greak ntsenaconaiTrimph Raly ke orvas J .

oot seaccoton. 13 pee 10 Yooty coneing =

s sosked Galaxdn Septsmber. | Way down below] -
Now st car e v cld ek ¢ o

Wand o regulethe theses, sl mies -

s il v et .

e - R

Celebraionschat marked ayery | awey by roac bt

Succesttuldabut ovents caneaisingly close oma

; w ertace hard |

segan vithn B

our ride west from Athens The < nar baking :

routs covered a quick sk up s\ stamadtn ake ol inche —

 bevind, Saon Peats

{ollowed by teric st eeping | Tho valy busewasatasotisl 3 pes (71

bends 2 he o headed for he it hmpumwellAAOed by | D o 53 )

o rees s1d cold drinks awaied 08 T Fiakoit et
ane i sh il i ) sk of rders 0 G 03 | gt o et

Sk i b g oo 4 Lemd st e\

Ko inds (Ruii)

Peterand Kim Daskalopoulos (Auscrsa)

Frank and Lymn Henry (Ausirala)

Paul Dinnervie and Rosemary Pitavay

(husri)

Brin snd Margaret Kellher (Australs)

Michallletand Enily Bediord (Ausrala)

Car Blecher and Jenifer Howe (Ausrala)
¢

sider:
George loanids (14 45)

The rally wil be held again next

1 can assure you that it is more
than worth the trip. NW.
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Steamboat

mare sportng riders. Anather day
perfct weather and great thells was
followed by the chance to relax at the
Stearmboat Springs Rodco geounds for
a feast of roasted pig and a oc tappin’
night o grea iues offered by Lionel
Young,

The night ended with an award
ceremony and a raffl dravw mm
and Triuonph goodics o

Bk o S sd 4
scekend s the chace o ke art

Knew anyorie who could rent e &
A few days bcer | had

tha che £ rally was camped at
ehis hotel.
Erik DID have 1 bike for me. It
was an Adventurer. It w nd
.| was at peace with the

your helmet;

ired.
T esrancs g Wit cod

parade laps on the Steambost Springs

Face track, which was hosting the
town's annual Vintage Bike Week
during the rally

As the RAT pulled off the track

Award winners -

Best Triumph

Runner-up:

Largest RAT Pack n atendance:

Jr

cart point of

Ve the route for  short time.

the basbecue lunch and closing,
monics began to bring an cnd to our
first major US event. We learncd such
alot and gor such grcat fcdback from
members that we have alrcady decided
o retuen for next year's Natiorual US
Rally which will be held between
Septernber 15 and 2,

Pre-registration detsls and a full
listng of cvents wil be in the Spring

ion of Torgue.

“Tim Fear (1997 X1
Jerny Horm (95 psd Tk
Big D Cyeles, Dalas, Tesas,led by

Von Zipper.

P v, i g

Neagle, Brooklyn,

R
ST U
3pm and spent the rest of the
afternoon enjoring the road racing.
the 1175 had

Ao wasthe oy Bri that
made the event.

But
don't forget to take your helmet.

Roger Harding, Egham, Surrey,
England.
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RIUMPH'S Hinckley factory
will be the focal point for next
year's RAT Summer Festival
“The factory willthrow its doors

10 RAT foran exclusive member

anly open day as the centrepcce of the
clubls main Summer event that will
take plce inthe nurrounding historic
Midlands countryside over the
weekcaudof July 1749,

Full detf¥and booking

Homeward bound

the factory ¥  great chance to meet

Refrcshn
will s

atsand cntertainimen

el o s partof what we
hope will be thelargest ever gathering
“Triumphs at their Hinckley home
and a errific climax ta the weekend.
The region features 1 wealdh of
hisorical interst, incudin
spectacular casles such s Warwick
and Kenilvorth nd the Bosw

fexure it the Spring cditot of
e, ek weekead will g
from Friday cxening so Sinday
sfchoon daubleatared lecton of
idé ous, s food ind
enfertainments andthe chance fo take
pargin he s

e Factory opes v

Triumph
Joaianes il gisnabssonges
it actory ks witha disly of 4
nographs i s Triumph b
ol eseekend oo Temph
fanvil st tamis, s putthe dire
inyouediay ro, andwatch this

»

Set sights for Stanford

PICTURESQUE et
will again. play host o the club's
UK Spring Rally, which this year
skes e s Leice e i sy,
Horhe gn Suriday Aprl 26

Arpund S0 people atended L
Ve debic eCent e Second
running of the ally will be cven
bigger and berer,

Planncd atractions include &

band, bar, ot food, demonsteations

and dipliys. g wit prses ).
ool raly. award

An ideal scason

pening run for
AGETEr TS shefE VAL R
prbzes o the pak byinging bost
snembers andl indviduad spof prizgs
Tor b Ailers

Thereis 2 small charge for ntry
it the grounds of the hall but once
Il s fres, For an
sdditonal charge the halltself and! s

own permanent metoreyele muscum
see open to he public. There e also

permanent cafeeria and oilet

uiliics e

cgORTE S Specil ten e CEAT
discount with the three sar High
Cross House horel, a small 16th
century country house horel near
Lutterworth,just a few miles from

Stanford Hall(elephone +44 (0)14:

Camping
Kilworth Caravan Park,
miles from the Hall at €5 for a tent

s availbie at North

and up 10 two people. Pre-booking is
essenial. Call 44 (O)1858 880597 afcr
March 1, 1998,

For other hotel informmat

contct the Leicesershire Tourist
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Tulip tempter

EE the beauty of the Dutch
oulbficds n full Spring bloor by

joining the club's irse Tulip Rally in

Holland between May 1 and 3.

The event will be based at the
headquarters of Triumphs Dutch
importer, at Warmond justa ew
miles from the coss,offcing both
indoar and outdoor faciitis for the
weekend

he event stares with a welcame

party on Friday and continues on

LIWAYS looking for ways of

stcengehening links between the
Triumph factory and RAT members,
we are launching a programme of
members only factory visits during
1098,

The fist tours will tske place on

Monday January 12 and Monday

Saturday and Sunday with rides
through the bulbfclds, a mystery tour,
live music and rider kills
compeitons.

T A

icipant and »

st mileage
plos min ikesandoer
entertainments for children, an on-
soing cnema of Triumph
nachinc,clorhing andl acgessores,
There il alko be werkshop 1o deal
it emérgency repairs,

award,

Factory visits

Eebruary 16 staring at
2pm and will consise
an introduction over
coffee and biscuits,
uided wu of the factory and 3
queston and answer session. All
members atending wil e
complmentay Trenph i bdge
There is o charge for the tour,
butall people ttending must be 16
years old or over. You must quote the
membership number ofall people

With many people choosing to
isit the bulbfiekds atthis time ofyear,
itis recommended that you book
sccommodation in advance
Suggested hotels include Motel
Sl b o1 022 21501,
329) which i within

w.,m,,ﬂmm. ofthe ally sie
Holiday lan, Leiden (+31 (07
5, fax 71 535 5 53 Bastion Hotel,
Ocgssgeest (+31 O 51538 41, fax 71
51549 81); De Nachtcgaal van Lisse,
Wi (231 01252 3k 47 fn 25241
03,

‘amping i< avilable at Difk cn
Burg, Nordile(s31 ()71 3612508,
fax71 361 7211 Camping De

Wasbe ks Warrmond =within . King
scinde=(a31 (071301 1380,

Oher aecommovion
information isavalable ro VWY
outist information) Noor duijk on,
£31 (071 301 93 21, fax 71 301 69 45

wishing 10 attend when you book your
places.

The group s limited
maximum and plces will be reserved

20 people

on fes come frst served bass, I

able 0 ke up a booked

plce, please notfy us 50 we can offer
you place t0 another membr,

“To book 4 place, plesse contact
club HQ on +44 (O)1455 89ISIS (fax
+44 (D145 891450)or write o usat
the address on page thrce



Track time

E have joined forces with track day specalsts Track Time Promotions to
p an exclusive Triumph circut iding day at Mallory Park, England,
Al il

e

Winter
weekend
(@it

e d
nam e S Bl dad) s et vt e i
of experienced instructors.

Riders will besplit oo different speed groups, o there will be no pressure to
o fusr than you feel comfortable with, and the cmphasis will be o
your sill rather than taking isks

The day will be open to Triumphs onl

enciose a checquelpostal order tothe value of € for___places at the

‘Make a

ver the weekend of February 2

great weekend. The hisoric hoel
features 2 hested indoor seimming.
poal,sauna, jacvzzi, scam room,
solaium and gymoasiom and is st in
superb landscaped gardens.
\Srd o ko e
e room or £50 for

*W pur \ K newskceror ol
b HQon mwwlmsa
more details.

E are making plans for a
special Triumph event at this
year's s of Man TT Race

Tapeys g doris iy

“Sads (e w2 e Wl
Hovinigs V:\ﬂ]\h’!‘r Partya The
< bore S erck, e Dougia:
e froprimins s
brilnt band, quality barbecue and

RAT members).

(Flene ik s spproprse).
SWITCHO DELTAS VISAJ MASTERCARD D AMEX 3 DICLUBS

Cardmumbers

partying away
confusion of tradiional Mad Sunday
mayhem.

Everyone wil be welcome and
there will b something special aid on
for RAT members.

We wil be gettng underveay lte

o —
moroingand continuing ll afternoon,
i ¢ snd send
oo A bt bhipecdoping b iy o ne s sl
B “There will b no e to book

refund  masimum of 5% for the fee paid.

tickets and full deails ill b i the
next Torgue
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Regional rallies for USA

IVE regional ralles have been
added o the clubs 1998

club's strong commitment to North
American members

members all over the country the
chance to take part in a major RAT
The rallies will supplement the
second running of the National RAT
Fally a Seambost ping Coloraie

with the Western Region Rally st

Rally at Suches, Georgia between
April 2
We then move westfor the Mid:
Tidison M

d the Daytana Bike
Week Pary in March to reflct the

10, NorchoWescern Rally ot

Clarkston, Washington on June 26.28
and the Mid-Ohio Rally at the Mid

Ohio Vintage Bike Days on

probbly take place during the
Canadian Sportbike Weekend in
Ontario o July 10-12,

More detsils will be estured in the

et editon of Torgue, For more
information, contact
+1(01770 631 9500, or club HQ on
44 01455 IS

Erik Lothian on

Head for the Hill ( Country

e

the pvent el app

the Weseern )(tm:ﬁ o
e, bercen M

2 off main

RAT packi ucendance.
Speca

s g
are's amous 6l Country

e avalabi ol Friday snd 4 e

TR neludes
Caverns,the Cibolo Wilderness Tral
Guadalupe River and the Old Train
Tunn,

s we went 0 press final detils of

oy hcre will b dinner fary on
Sarudy nightond a wip 0
Histrical Ll vinery

e alsoplanning 1 mocreycle

it I o B
ke Lo (830,240 3030y
Borgman's Sundsy House ($0-249.

63); KendallLnn (830-249-8548);
Father lnn (830-209-8908); Best
Western (800-299-9791) Key-to-the:
Hill Motel (800-690-5763).

Beach Party

T tane o sart planning for one of
the most fmous cvents in
motoreyeling - Daytona Bike Week in

Florida

clcbrate the event RAT will be
hosting ts second Daytons Party and
Ride for all members on Fridsy
March 6

The rde willbe open to all.
Triumph owies and will leave at
103 from Deland

Jodging for ctcgorie ncluding
Bt Triumph (spors,touring and
cruierclasss), Farthes Distance
Travelld, Farthst Distance by
Motoreyele and Largest RAT Pack
willske place ¢ the nd of he run,
ithpraes o be warded at the

evening’s Dinner Party
The Party will begin at Spm at the
Daytona Beach Hilton Hoel,

5 gred chance o nkeek Rl
membets and TrunphRATafl
from around the world, so we look
forward to mecting you.
Demonsteation rides on all 1998
Triumph models will ke place ot of
Deland, 30 miles nland from
Daytons, with RAT
Priority Sign-Up’status allowing you

nermbers given

1oty the bike you want, when you
want, o don't forget your
membership card.

The full Teumph line-up vill also
be on display at the Daytona
crnational Specday's Cyele

wear a helmet and spproprist riding
gear i you wish to ride with the
group.

the most
spectacular section of the beach. Entry
s free o RAT members, non.
members can atind for $10.

ore eV

Al
ents o0 page Z

Stateside .... Stateside ... Stateside .... Stateside .
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Many dream of giving up

everything to travel the world:

Robbie Marshall turned the.

drearm into reality. At the tender

age of 45 he gave up his career in

advertising to circumnavigate the world on a Triumph Trophy 1200. Full of
pioneer spirit he headed West to begin the adventure of a lifetime.

eersoncsife when th ha o v’
B This 3¢ o time ofeckoming my car. | ok her advice and headed

of the male menoy

man leaves bis wi @ ternfying. for New York.
motorbike. Weall have % 0 s atery Jutldiwn, | Although New York offered a
Al find valid justifica s Poubidg A arewel iss from my  vibuant cross section

fulfilling them,  But & time comes in  gielfriend, had come o

Wi
P T
Widge Moncoins of
Visginie wereal
Sl
e o
e
o e

More by chance than
good judgment 1 found
Route 6. That s one of
the brillant o
the Us

s about

knowledge o

0 song.

book beats
i




melody andlyrics o rind: preparssloyousarestony e spectacle
i MORERH philosophy s cvcryone gasps at » hole 3 milelecp, o
B o< - ol i )
e e Ry G
cosionalll@Buld be 8 cor  icermined o <jsod A0 Sve
asscctits, alhoobosiceded o AR 08y T year sleepin o s i,
spprovimate directon finder. Gerting({ ov3iehing the sleepygreen Gdlor i
ach night slecping in the open . River spAResis way between mAgse

o the bike was 4 Iot lew fun el gt i stone I i
ever,so | headed offto the ncarest  cmemuggf] the MauRgMA
descr for a severe roasting e o e ad

=t

ST St | The fewsT TP SIHTHETE
e g 4 et in that crown is the,
s Lo RN daba s kAU ik bl

«mw ol

grown up), but the sign shooting stars wearing full
said it was only o hundred or so miles  leathers and crash helmet. My only
st of my way and it muscbe hot there.  company o that loncly but memorable
On aprival, | stopped 1o ask o birthday were two walves” who
Navajo Indian the way to The Strip,  retecatedin  hail offir cones.
Meceaof gambling, Hegivemconcof  Following the compass West, [ had
with
Dave

those looks reserved for supid white a pre-arranged  meeting

travellers, “You want Lax Vegas remarkable: motoreycle her

Nevada: This is Las Vegas New  Bare and friend Frisco, fcllow Harley

Mexico Well, how was I to know  rider, swaggered nto a secdy becr jont

there were two of them? o mect 3 rather ridiculous English
Americd's crown is Arizons. A biker,
state full o friendly cowbays in dusty e proudly showed offhis 25 year

The jewwel in that crown is the  old machine, stl i daily e but

Grand Canyon. No matter how lookinglike itshould be in & mascum.

He e this thing om the Artic
el i@the mosSoaerly iy of
o3 B A |
mileslateehc T < cossed <t
.
g Gt Wl o Chin
Now consider the

feature of this dynamic. motorcycl
Hel

ver competaty 6 aiFicial b

Tuo dapegt intcnsie bricfipgand
Tt 3 K i o bt
prbe.iied uf bfhigahurtanckndeef
andenaciees . Such srengeh of

charact

the Triumph for a Japancse cndu
machine

But Dave, you accomplished s0
much more on an equally unsuitable
machine, 1 protested. “Maybe:” he

philosophically replicd, “but 1 know

every nut and bolt of the Harley. You

hardly know how o

food morning
o the Trivmph.! Despite this sober

warning, the Trophy and [ sarted as 3

Dave and 1 spent our L night



ccther slecp

on his dusvesay

watching a tabuious moon. e o

Enriched with
nthusiasm, | heal

3 of the poor for the ich
ot 1 had o

ow big Mesico

{1 0 et ights o cping: it
ceachit, she capit

Alexien City s a litde b e an
sland. bt surrounded by roouniain
tglpreyent furher growthycaiber 11
s e of the higk

BangRak il theltrari Hghts B
nctficiey tat ket e I
el i 3 e week S shepin
without you ever having 1o lea

e of he s
e dogged i

Iying i the roa
problenn
Kok b 1) B (R Byt | A ool
Sy o drcft ek chane o §
Pivotbeteipegfiboctidvetont




ok of e e wet

Eventually, 1 found the only
Triumph dealer for about 3000 milel
and big el gares were swung
gl a vard i bikes_
Thes were only awo, THumphs
both Tigenane one of thos
1o, the owner, _ikes ars sold in
departco seares her, s the desfrs
ol mainin thema 1 dog Bk e of
 barn ey REmpie\ 5 415
B 23 1 G
o e deparring

w,mmm ent.

Willy, the owner, mas

tocate 3 much. needed back tyre and

while this was being solen off some.

one’ Suzuki, & young mechanic set

i
PRk amibn
Bl lteeh & LA gl el
e

i

1 was ot charged one Pesosfor all

the work i ot o he ik, Such

gencrosity from 3 i
embarrasing
utl Mexico  changes

dramarilly as the GDP.drops with
the laitude. The roud ispock marked
with alarming. rock falls that ofien
block your progress. These rapicly
srow into craters  couple of fectround
and ocarly as decp,

In s desperate atempt o resch the
Guatemala border, | made the mistake
of night riding through a hideous

storm and dropped. the
back wheel into the
mother of all pot hles,
severely buckling the rim.
The next day o
friendly Mosican used 3
acge lump hammer with
a disurbingly loose head
o persade. the whee it
should ‘be round again.
Remarkably it nearly
worked 50 the Trophy
team continued on 3
stightly leaky yre.
wral America i a continent of
five and_ashaifcountrics we arc
incied o Torget about. They forin
the e foining two vast s
with The Pin Ameriean. i
i the gaby-mayos roud k. i
T
ity oo W N
Triufuph pooiee n adiound
mmwmm.mm ‘mw.m
e in any gear,
| W

a

i e

R B e i e

i§.( i
o

o e iy

i gl
manding 2 wad
i

a release paper

The last. ane

as occupicd by @
fat youth in Mickey
Mouse tahirt with
a menacing hand
g stuck down his
1 refused
the five dollas he

dermanded and rode 1o the heivily
uarded border where exit was denied
without the fnal stupid rubber stamp.
Soldiers lifted the barrier o allow e
Honduras was only about 3 mile
s s land,
besicund e b for e eping
their automatic weapons were not
loaded. Before the dust cloud of
pursuing vehicles, briting with fire
arms, could catch up

1 opencd the

1 s riding &
much improved road towards
delightful country of Nicaragua,

Cost Rica has by far the best roads
in Central America a5 good
i ol
thetving tourist industry

Nothing
much happens in North Panama, untl
e, soss 3 funastic bridse over the

‘aeclandinco Sooh Americ. T

b the o o308 1o ferry
ook ' 1) thomorthern mostaip of
Calotnbia and South Americar

The video, ‘Around World
Triumph' is available from:
Tiger Bay Co Lud, The Small How
04 Susex Square, Brighton, N2 SAD,
England or phone +44 (0)1273 748648
ey

iged Bl g




Hitting

Things could only get bett

Last year’s Beaujolais Run

er!

saw us fight through snow,

the Beaujolais

truck strikes and tunnel fires to reach our goal. What chance did a bit of rain

have of dampening our spirits'this time round? Neil Webster takes the blame.

T ———

7:45m. Everything is

horcls and feries are booked

organised and even an ‘offical” sart

Mrs Webster says the sun is

s it starts raining,. Ah

e go,over the

F 3 rendezous
with our RAC support crew and local

£ Tow Sausders and. shesd.on
down to Daser to cach the noan feery
aftcra 185 mile warm up

No problems so far Exeryonc who
said they would be there s there less
the tvo who cried off du to pressure
of work and family illncss and

Eastbourne members Baz and Suc

Barton sho are crossing by the tunnel,

A further 175 miles gets us 1o the
overnigh stop in Reims, but with il
nosign o Baz and Suc

Led by Esse

Walton we steoled up town for a slap

up French feed, resurned to the hotel

bar for a few nightcaps and rose the

next morning ready for anything,

Anything cxcapt Bas phone call.
He'd had o rcar wheel punctueg and
been tealégédlin o Reifslate che
previous cvening, Could [ help?
explained howstwrfind the Jocal
Teiumph desler, but i breakdown
g were alzcady shead of us aaf his

Okay, you have 1o pay a toll to usc
them, but they arc relaively empry,
well id out and allow you to kecp up
excellent aygrage speeds.

The dest for this rum v thac
axcryene knew whee e were
heading ot caeh, cyening 4 there was
o st lunch stop - and you could setle

with those riders going at your chosen

pace. We stop cvery hour for fuel,
coffe, sandwich, srutiny of the top
shelfof the magazine rack or whatever,
and the rip lips away nice and casy.

All the other ridersae< on Trophys,
et e o the Spuint B i &
couple of the following RAC guys on
well loaded and venersble Tridents,
but the sysem works well,

Most of us stay more or less
together and meet up within minutcs
st cach fuel stop while Simon and
o

e it R Eakins chse




Trail

Hunch breck.
donftlease on a trip at this Gme of YT ang foined the march 1o the church  Robert headed of
e right geor and weall arive quare fors SOREELMmIEE: show and for 4 four course lunch in Troyes and
laer a he pre-booked hotel gl fre vasfngs of 1997 Beawjolis  al the Briish group met up in S
ac the gareway 1 the Notivcunasthe bels ek idoiht,  Qucotinfor he night.
Beaviolsis mouncains, rcady for ¢ SRR T whs back downuHElll (0 . coedlons dinner in this
cscaing'sclebrasons. abre winerbeEF 50 daaing UnGLOUF )y remarkableown's emarksble
i on welcome cockiis i b e of

the i beforcthe bus comes 0EE U3/ 1o 1 hore avarpud 340, (had She
the tepmiles or o gogthe WilaBeBF ncpber Shoioie o tcll e He Bt bar [fORIA e nightEapis But
esuufor the paryislf, d BEORE e comimg on dhe tip becse he ggain the Ty, i m
sheoiF e sjined by Katin Dron gk ir et HEhC A 3 bud . gl et howed EiFGigh and] e
andageoup from Triumph Brance 6 11, gl e ikeralyty b L, i
pous” % ey sy Toam)she et dage
Nornal RAT Mamger Vi,
Dricha same of whom e e Rk A
Trom as fur narth 5 Hamburg loak SO A N
ap). ot ot day (Except theee  The il 100 il p
Freehshen who shall, omain s us sneck on the 1
namelss) and e were sesd for the D
offby around 1. G

eourse we then had 0 sty up in our

b to Calais
The ‘Sarmentelles de Beaujeu®

0 ferry o
party was cxen bettr than last year’s e tias

o tothree thowsand peoplein a huge

«chedule. This sort of trip quickly

: brillant_food and builds frigmdghips and it was ightzuly
® kle, il Gegian ember Dienal”  ir blndahakés

Heads.were ruble

i the v spht

Pitck hading 04 RAT Friendshifé 1ups
shib e fcobatsBadbhiohl_ sl i i ka2 ookt hop e e et
proved such a hit that She SDCATCT 3 e an the road: And 1t was sHll 10 oruen vt O Lo el 27
leastfour tanes thisyear - and all n the

miles, while Robert Eakins took the

best possible taste! o vwas now set - ide an

st with his 600 mile o day trck
As freworks flled the it We oy yop for fucl and coffe,ride on  back to Northern lIcland. For me it
Hected our 8ame  yngher hour. The sun thecartned 10 Taped 175 il wik s iy

shinc,but thought sl home through nose totail side by
b

euer of i, and iday evening waffic that really
theday cased by made me pine for the open spaces of
The German  casiern France.
€ontingent I fnally hit home around Spm
branched off for  Kised the kids, had a hot bath and
Bome, Simon and  dhoughe about how lucky I was to have

been able to again experience such a

N
st world
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Outlaw Rally

Bt S, WickdelRunr, Gerray.




O fat on our trip around the
O Teiumph factory we hase followed
s well trodden path throvgh the msin
plant. Now i€ ime t go behind closed
doors Follow me into the seeret world
of the Triumph Design and
Development Department.

It in this depariment dhat idess
make the journey from conéepr-to
working procatype, to the produetion
machides we gan all by 165  world of
3D images twirling on computer
sreens nd disembodicd motoreyele
parts being minutely cxamined by
s ofsemou oo ng engacers.

The department oceupics 3
sepasate building,a she far ead of the
Triumph factory site and. accesist

siedy  restricted  even  fon

chind

. M c Iosed

building fequires insider
knowledge of the-code
néeded o aciivace  the
Clectrarscally operated securvylock.
Onee insie, the man i charge 18
Stéte Scyr] Triusiph' Enginecting

withythe company s longest scrvig,
employes
Stesvard'sdepartmea
peopley four ofF-site su
suyliss andt v suEOmracted tesg
idés, ll geonped o BiRe <
teams which take prdject shrough all
suages of engincering development,
“We put 4 Jacge emphasis on
ot Bases” cxplains Stewar . “The

conur ceel

new model teams are set up on &
project basis and cach team has 3
leader, There s  concept team, fivc
Aew’ model teamt, & testing And
devclopment tcarn, eurent el
developmentteam s « homlogation
and echnical publicarions ceam.”
bitth of cfery e Trumph
besing with an ides, “Ideas come from
Al i fTerent dieetions 4nd JohoBloor
s very insolved
Stetacd, “We thea bse diseussions

with the sales and

businessman, John e

hae a particular knack
secing which way 0 go.

A designer igethen

i3 e el

earminta the coneepe tea
10 look-at-the.essibility.of

up to provide a
point for

discussions and  outline
syling work and computer
simulation madels

produced o identiy ki

questions surrounding the

sho dentify ey testing and

production deadlines and

soucing of parts, 0 when



doors

we put  new model team on ghe

projectheycanbiiccally.
Nevw model teams ac subalivided
o engine andehasss groups, ands
arge amovnt of individusl
Working on CAD
(Computcr Amistcd | Design)
equipment they would devore an
averageof o vear o i s,
with & flrey of scivity in th i
e
CAD sysccms sllow us t umaoe
tesing conditions before any. pas
sctualy cxis. For example we can

carry out frame analysis tests t0
optmise the frame weigh disribution
and run_computerised_cngine test
umiations thatltos s o 5 ot
3 vast Fange o apelons before e gvep
make A pate LAV nced 4 sample past
we can then dowload the information

from the computer and have resin
samples produced.

Using this technology we know

geometry and engine performance

sart o make 4 protorype
machige”

For 3 compleely new
bikey the team responsible
ol work quickly,so that

prutorype can be ready togo
aftc just nine months,
vest heavily in

pre-production
testing and quite
often in production
twoling to make
sure that what we
are testing is very
closerto what the
amonty [l
evensially

y S & N

e componertsonly to ind thaciwe.

have 46 modify,them Der 10 8uit

productiof s

technicians from outside supplicrs
otk closcly.sogeibes. dusing, this
programme t© reieh T1 (rial i)
and T2 (fnal

Stepard

Testing cavers_all aspekes of
petformance and durabiliy and
inclidessoadsessions-in. the UK,
Arizonay Texas, Colorado, France:
Sparn and Germany to find extreme.
soad comdiions as well af ipack tesing

Hinékley faeory

“Adizons and Colorads frovide
deal conditions for dry condition and
high ltitude tesing, We don'thass to
0ot from Hinckley o find cool and.
e conditions, b ke lcluse the cold
Faer st MIRA i st .
et down o minus 15 degrees

For tyre testing we also have
aceess to the Michelin and Bridgestone
st fcltes in France and the U

States” :
Design engineers, development
technicians, tet riders and suspension

the turger datesser w herthe project
e st mapped ot

Onlys When shing exhalgrive
propcamme has been completed will
she maching guoye from dexclopmen:
i B A
Stevard cam remain iovolved,
the tes team under Nick Wilon and
Gracme Gilberts current model
the whole Triumph range

Bt itis new model develggment
ot ecsupes most o the parmens,
il 3 o the 3 skong cam working
on. tomorcbys\bikén. Loday, sl a
process that never ends. “We have
tcams working on bikes that il not
e scen untilthe year 2000 Others are
iy W i G i

tha ard. And who knows

what suepiss i s e




Cleaning

As Winter hits many of us, keeping our bikes in

good condition becomes a vital routine. But there’s

17 a right way and @ wrong way to go about the job.
> L Following-these simple guidelines can help make
P
sure your bike is stillyouripride and joy next Spring.
e ok sined i
| Removing e drt - |_L i orh
seat).
N many of the worids. b opering A )
e SR ) e
e TRy
nesded ands »
e ¥ 7 o 5 o el Bl

motorcyciing s the goal.
‘Special care of your bike i also
advisable both for your own
‘and for che 5908 o the bike:A tidy
machine wil reveal any damage or.
one encased in
grime, while reduced servicing time.
and ultimately a higher resale value.
are both tangible benefits of aking
a lietle more care at this time of

¢ Trumph take great care

(washing); Drying the motorcycle;
Prevention polain, eplacing o<
Iubricant, minor repairs).




and Trophys) or black chromed (as
perTiger and later model Tridents)
or electroplated as per TS00 and
v b b st
Saty
ot 5 e

Ertinese and regular

propriace g ndplains
1+ deird. Pl will s i e
in the chrome. Only use Motorex
645 on black chrome. Other

polishes may become discoloured
once the engine is run,leaving the
exhaustspotty In appearance.
chromed or raw polished
ieems such as Tbird and Adventurer
st e s e engine covers will also benefit rom
0 premscuray ae o cha . regular polishing and prompt

oreycle =
—— Drying the-mot derning partclatyair

degr Remaverthe p
Ui cean
hancichar ehe

paincwork. o i

The use of asoft briscied nylon  finally dry the bike. plunger of the (m:ﬂd-@l
brush on cogine components wil L switehsiuaced under the cluich
O igidgn BHISH on et prevention and polishing 7. (Lo .

A el R T BT
these contain salt which il ceays lunger o the s i

fon i eft on the | _polihed sage.
machine.The basc rle s e chipa touched In with a Truriph Finaly,he owner is now
lives under the Kitchen sink leave it Touchsn Pen (avallable nbedy,  recommended o refer to the Safe
rer

engine, wheel d rame colours).  Operation - Daily Safety Checla in
m..mpn have The additior lubri the

‘We willlook more closely a¢
these daily checks in the next
editon.

radiator fins and dry out wheel
bearings.

Water or steam directed at
force will iso be forced into

by hand using
dirtfree cloth,or

possible poor running and AllTrumph
condensation under the glass of the  exhaust downpipes
inseruments. are manufacture

Do not scrub seats asit could  from stainless scee!
remove plasticisers in the fabric  which i either
and cause the seat to lose its then chrome
clastiiey. plated (bright

Once the bike has been washed,  siver finish on

shampoo deposis. and carly Tridents  waer duing wasing by covering ith Pt Sas




Mountain = ™8
magic

The trp has been resrved
exclusivly for RAT members, but

(made payable t "
Trustees -
Mountsin Magic' holiday in s s00m 38 possble
Sepremb If yowhave any quesions or nc
Run by spe ay a6 uscher 1#fornation, levse
pecialiss Big itl o contscrelub Q- 4 01455
be based inthe tiny tax haven msis

Andorea.and covers both the Soiith

muu:: w‘w ”::::mm“ i Diary dates:

Ranning o Scpembr 1526, it [

ould a0 provice the option of
making, the o hou trip to Barcelons [ER Mernbers only factory tour:
toatch the Gatalunya bike grand a Members only factory tour.
i provisioatly scheduled to take v2l ‘Weekender mecting, Bosworth Hall England.
ce that weckend, ¢ Daycona Bike Week RAT Parcy, USA.
i Rock vl Jook after USA Southern Rally, Bocre, Toxas.
rything including horels, breakfsis g
l insurance and they will have two Suches, Georgia.
ides on s to make sure hings run Spring Rally 98, Stanford Hall, England.

Tulip Rally, Warmond, Holland.
ckage also includes rewuen USA Mid-West Rally, G
0 Portsranii o Le

e o i ek

isad iumph Day, Port Soderick,
ST ...

The holday s based a a singl Juby 10-12 Canadian Rally, Canadian Sportbike

s, allowing lugaage Weekend, Ontario.
The hore! [ RLAES Mid-Ohio Rally at Mid-Ohio Vintage
Bike Days, USA.
Jaly 17-19 ‘Summer Festival and Factory Open Day,
Hinckdey, England.

September Greek Triumph Rally, Galaxidi
September 15:26 Big Rock Pyrenees holiday, France and Spai
September 15:20 USA National Rally,

Steamboat Springs, Colorado.

Some of the above dates are provisional and will be confirmed in future

editions of Torque. f you have any questions about specifc events please
contact club HQ on +44 (0)1455 891515 o your own Nationsl Manager.




We Beat the
WORLD

The story of how Charlie Rous.and'Fréd Gooper built two superfast Triumph
sprinters that proved faster than much miore exotic machinery in the Sixties.
Charlie - himself writes how he topped the speed record charts at Elvington
using borrowed pistons from a'standard road-going Triumph!

el Cobpers

Bt

Teiumph that fitced o my 650,
= o et
wmph s

— it e

. expensicc
both sprinted our requirement essential for
cespective mouns, success, was nitro methane
Hermes and

Pure nitro, which could be

real sdded ta he e in various

expertise was very quanis

muh pyabuilder of s
bike while e

g oo ¥

nput s udh ot g o x|

heides and iding e
This business also

provided  constant supply

of used and wrecked

machines which could be windeheating at the

caided for pares. For fast end justified the
example, my 650 engi extra weight at the
came from 2 crashed 1959

TRO T bought for
Even the price

parts was ridiculous. An

exchange crankshat assembly,

ol
oot wei. thiny shillngs AT pover e i coloml
(E150, o CESTE . and have fen wondered what bt

o
The Shorrock supercharger,  “Cle Racer magatne.

w197 Tovoer @)



bits had t0 be ground away to provide
internal clarance

development progressed, we never did

find the optimum top gear. Both
Fred did t though and the
bike worked. Trouble w

machines. invariably

undergearcd cven ov

ilometre

We aho discovered
1l 650 which hadd

been shelved. This was

fortunate as it wrned out,

for when 1 to0k the 750 1o the

knowing
abour  atmospheric
induction but very litde I of Man for the Ramscy

sbout forced induction and Sprint in 1965, 3 con rod snapped

nitro i and he ngine was oty wrecked!

Most of the supercharging So the 650 Triumph was recalled

{nformarion we had was hased on pre. clocked 11826 With jus ive pes cent  for the National Sprine Asiciation

| war activity and we consequently  of niuemESSVERERYE iccond run \\'uvM Records g . H\mwm
| dicovcred that many dheorics abow._gerned 1 70equalng hibes cver  Yorkshir, in October 1965

| Howing’ arevil s rum.a 204 scciid

| We found that mild vale dillg o WORSIg 11715 winning run 3t Duford but so0n

FTRR— ) S OO IRE P ————
nducion pipes wets unnce /s | per ceit aodaFteds ahi, ron s/ prcparation hd tobe:
igh compssion pisons educed b 1157, Bt thisiic Arthur Sycspotse | Tnstead of sctiagupthe bikes for

powendiliabiing wad @ surbing 115G the bestiqua e single quatEBle sprinky WE ced
Infictywhar i therick waswill, il by 5000 ol o rons of a kilomerce cach in borh
g, Tonggverap cums, @ wel  More e sent i Frd's canky . diections, with thesan crage fime
iy spaky i v cainpressih kD e (G0 30 ~ solp il ¥
it final i of the day wasi e o g Oifcultis:
WL oo R o), i o MRl ¥ i gk
o s et i, 1965, hough T ok o s
Knew what buring inc: the 30,

in the Moto Vincent from 1986 48er Bihacc ycAfs WAk oxtendl¥  and a broken compressor vane in the
Frankly, Fred and 1 did not usc ' sucéessfdl and from beiogbeke i our  supercharger. My major adversary was
earlier because we could not afford to Jﬁ W progressed 1o taking Fastest  Martin Roberts who took  full

iy o ORI righ Course  advanage with
g even'e ecoras Anloteceuiog g on i ey, No ol s
Vo . W] el Iy Bodmaenarn € i
My major Sxbefibicd romarididd gastdoodd dohath,

bolbh Ak adversary was Martin NV w0

Roberts who took full 196465 was  Meanwhile, Fred wa locked in bis
advantage with a 20,111 "+ 1l vl e e et
second average (7456c)  more dhan 21590103 60mph belore

cogine, As ever,  magneto shaft failure silenced his

0111 second aver

(ot quite 0
potent)and the
mare acrid sif of it was my idea but cogine,
nitro methane began to il Fred did the work.  Fred's bad luck provided an
the air in the paddock and rival, Essentially, the 650 Triumph  opportunity for me, Fred could have

norably 500 Jap), began continuicd an Hermes by robbing my

o go rather more quickly, We had to c, $9mm stroke crank from a 650 of its magneto, but he knew how

find the necessary cash to sty in the much | waned 1o set s World Record

game Always 4 great help 10 me, Jock  and imisied on fing his blower 1o
A mild miscure went into Fred's  Hitchcock of Folkestone gave me an  Quasimodo.

500t Dusford in July 1965, My notes  unmachined Triumph cylinder block  But. more astonishingly, with no

eecall that he clocked 1174 on his firs ed replacement 650 pistans availble,

run using steaight methanol. Breese sidecar sprinter Bill Bragg came up

Q@ e T



with a pair of well-used standard flt-

top pistons from 1949 Thunderbird.

With these fited in my engine

we cstmated the com.

pression raio to be
from

951 10 less

was taking a great
deal of time - and | was
ot at all confident of success at
the end of it. It crossed my mind that
we should stop at this point and
concenteate on the SO0, but it was too
late, Hermes was n too many different
bt by now to b rebuilt n time,

My lack of confidence wrned ouel
be misplaced. Unce

It shot from
the line like an arrow,

000 revs

50 locked like » winner snd sounded
it 1 was ultr to the
throtde and both felt and
sounded superbly Fir
1t was also super
smoath,

Travas ran
in over the
fying quarter

mile st 4000rprm
which gave me an
uncxpected national
recond of 141mph! IF 1 knowen

1 was being offcally timed Id have

gone faserl
“The S0rengine had acvcr run 55
well ! was o enterncly contidcn of

Tndeed, when it camedtoh

standing sarsfo theworld ornatre
Fiag

ahgwerdl

records” Quasismodo neyer

like i did that day. On both runs, it

shot from the line like an arrow, casily

opping 8000 revs a I changed up into,
sccond and then third. The needle s

sill climbing at 7800rpm i top as |

crossed the finishing lnc.
We estimated terminal speed 1 be
over 170 mph. The more important
200811 66mph

figure was the tim
he record was minc.

With that, | took out the engine,
which T kept, and sold the rest of the
chine for £100. 1 had decided that

my sprinting days were over

Fred Cooper raced on for another
couple of seasons, but he twrned his
attention 1o 3 twin-cngined, 1000 or
1300ke machine on which he gained
world  records,  peaking  with
180.87auph.

Hut the unbestable GRS e of
Hetmes and Quasimodo, Cooper 4nd
Rows inuhetamarhich spots

Coaperan the 500 Tumph
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ERCHANDISE

RAT Polo shirt

N R B .
aﬂ Q spied | & ;
skafeg § 0] |l ) b E £
How o pay e
R




- Only 100 made

Mineral g front
Part i M9410196

2.

- 200 metres
Pare i M9400297

4. Carbon Fibre Quartz.

- 30 metres
Parc # M9400197

7. Classic Watch.

Wt ressant t0 100 metres

Part M940019%

5. Chegnograph.
- Quariz Swiss made moversenc
Water ressant to 50 merres

Part f M9410095

~Options:
- Cream face/Tan strap.
Part #: M9400095.G
« Green feefGreen sesp
Parc . 194000954

Avaiabl from your Triumph dealer




